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MINE INSPECTOR'S REPORT.

Braziy, I¥p., Januvary 1, 1883,

To His Euveellenoy, Isaac P, Gray,
Governor of Indiana:

Sir—In accordance with the statutes the ninth aunual report
of the Mine Inspector is submitted. This report is for the year
ending Qctober 31, 1888, It contains the estimated coal pro-
duction, capital emiployed, list of non-fatal and fatal accidents,
short aceount of scales tested, estimated number of persons
employed in all coal mines, names and addresses of owuners nud
location of mibes that employ ten or more men, with a short
description of their geaeral condition, With the hope that the
next Gereral Assembly will make such changes in our laws
that it will be possible for the Mine Inspactor to secure such
information for compilation in his report as is necessary to
make the reports for Indiana more beneficial and iutercsting,
and put them on an equality with those of other States.

Respectfully, THOMAS McQUADE,
Inspector of Mines.

In previous reports complaints were made of disadvantages
under which the Mine Inspector has to labor to get informa-
tion that will enable him to arrive at reliable conclusions, and
give such statistical information in his reports as the law re-
quires, which is sought for by the public in general, and which
would make these reports of more value to the State; butto date
nothing in that direction has been done, consequently the sawe
difficulty has to be met with in writing this report. In trying
to get an accurate estimate of the coal production I have been
asaisted by figures furnished by parties who are presumed to
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know what the production is (for such asgistance I retarn
thanks). With such information as was received the estimated
coal production is 3,140,979 tons (of 2,000 pounds), showing a
decrease of 76,732 tons as compared with last year. This de-
crease is caused to some extent by coal being displaced by
natural gas in Indianapolis and other cities in this State. But
the greatest cause of the decrease is due to the use of erude oil
for fuel in Chicago. So extensive is the use of the oil in the
city named that in one instance thirty-five flats of coal daily
bave been cut off. This oil seems to have atfected Indiana
more than any of the States, as the purposes for which our
block coal was used i8 more accessible by oil than the coal pro-
duced by other Btates. Should this displacement of coal in the
Chicago market continue Indiana’s coal will have to seek new
fields for consumption. During the recent campaigu it was
claimed by some that the tariff agitation, brought about by an
attempt at needed and necessary changes in our tariff’ laws,
caused a depression in the coal trade and compelled owners to
close their mines, But now that the election is over I know of
no one charging the depression and general dullness in the coal
business to proposed tariff’ legialation. The prospect for coal
business does not seem bright, aud yet several new mines have
been opened this year and more are beiug put down. In those
new mines and coal lands there has been, at a low estimate, two
hundred thousand dollars (§200,000) invested this year. Sev-
eral air and escape shafts were opened and fans have heen
erected at mines that have previously been ventilated by fur-
naces. Those changes point to a gradual improvement in the
ventilation of our mines, and should be encouraged, for the
improvements, though great they may be, will not be more
than is actually required by those who are engaged in the la-
borious and dangerous task of mining coal.

Below is given a list of accidents, non-fatal and fatal, the
number being thirty-eight, of which twenty-one are non-fatal
and seventeen fatal. By examining the statements that accom-
pany each accident it would seem that those accidents occurred
in a natural and unavoidable way, but according to informa-
tion received I am of the opinion that with proper care several
might have been avoided. In the case of J. H. Allen, who
was killed by the cage at Nickel Plate Mine, it seems that this
life could have been saved if there was a system of uniform



7

signals to hoist and lower those cages by. Mr. Allen had used
the signal to let the engineer know. that he wanted to ascend
the shaft, but was not on the cage. The engincer, supposing
he was on the cage, began to hoist it to the surface. Mr. Allen,
seeing the cage start from the bottom, attempted to get on it.
In the attempt he was caught between the cage and the side of
the shaft and was killed instantly. This accident could certainly
have been avoided if this man, who was a stranger in the State,
had known how to give the propersignal to the engineer. The
other accidents mentioned below were caused mainly by falling
slate in the places where the men were working. Thus it
would seem that they were in the course of natural events
almost unavoidable, but my experience has taught me to believe
that many of them could be avoided if the men who work in
mines would devote more time and attention to their safety
and be less anxious to get out coal regardless of the dangers
that surround them. Our laws should be so changed that the
operators of mines would be required to report accidents of
any kind to the inspector immediately after they occur, and in
cases of fatal accidents the Inspector should be required to visit
the place at once to investigate the cause.

ACCIDENTS NON-FATAL.

November 15, 1887. D. Davis injured by bank cars at
Sharky’s Mine in Vermillion County.

November 15, 1887. John Coleman injured by fall of slate
in Mutual Mine, operated by Mutual Mining Company, in
Daviess County.

November 23, 1887. George Schepfeman injured by piece of
sherwheel falling down shaft at No. 9, owned by Brazil Block
Coal Company, in Clay County.

December 1, 1887. Albert Deatz, leg broken by bank cars
in Maple Valley Mine, owned by Cable & Co.,in Daviess County.

March 20, 1888. William Chatam, arm broken while coup-
ling cars at Gartsherre No. 2, owned by Brazil Block Coal Com-
pany, in Clay County.

March 20, 1888. Aleck Brown injured by fall of slate in
Campbell Mine, owned by Brazil Block Coal Company, in Clay
County.
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April 24, 1888. Aleck Brown, leg broken by fall of Coal in
Campbell Mine, owned by Brazil Block Coal Company, in Clay
County.

May 17,1888, Wm. Brown, back broken by fall of slate in
Campbell Mine, owned by Brazil Block Coal Company, in Clay
County.

May 7, 1888. James Rooney, collar bone broken by fall of
coal in No. 2, owned by Brazil Block Coal Company, in Clay
County.

July 1, 1888. Ed Roberts, leg broken by bank cars in Staun-
ton Mine, operated by John Summers, in Clay County.

July 2, 1888. Robert Stewart, leg broken by fall of slate in
Campbell Mine, owned by Brazil Block Coal Company, in Clay
County.

Jaly 1, 1888. Adam Herbrick, leg broken by fall of slate in
No. 2 Coxville, owned by Brazil Block Coal Company, in
Parke County.

July 10, 1888. William Carr, injured by fall of slate in No.
9, owned by Brazil Block Coal Company, in Clay County.

August 1, 1888. Alvin Skimt, collar bone broken by fiat
cars at Pioneer Mine, owned by Curriesville Coal Company, in
Sullivan County.

August 11, 1888. James Stone, leg broken by fall of coal in
Dugger Mine, owned by Dugger & Neal, in Sullivan County.

August 18, 1888. William Bradley and 8. Beach, burned by
explosion of Gas in Pioneer Mine, owned by Curriesville Coal
Company, in Sullivan County.

September 6, 1888. William Adams, back broke by de-
scending cage in No. 1 Coxville, owned by Brazi} Block Coal
Company, in Parke County.

September 11, 1888. Thomas Barroman, leg broken by fall-
ing slate in Campbell Mine, owned by Brazil Block Coal Com-
pany, in Clay County.

September 15, 1888. French Cammel, leg broken by falling
slate in Campbell Mine, owned by Brazil Block Coal Company,
in Clay County.

October 20, 1888. Joseph Mitchell, leg broken by bank cars
in Lyenton Mine, owned by Lyenton Coal Company, in Sulli-
van County.



ACCIDENTS FATAL.

November 25, 1887. John MecGrill, killed by fall of slate
and coal in First Avenue, owned by First Avenue Coal Com-
pany, in Vanderburgh County.

December 8, 1887. William Nichols and John Rider, jr.,
killed by falling slate in No. 9, owned by Brazil Block Coal
Company, in Clay County.

December 17, 1837. William Dilman, killed by falling down
shaft at First Avenue Mine, owned by First Avenue Coal Com-
pauy, in Vanderburgh County.

January 20, 1888. Ed. Oston, fatally injured by being hit on
the head while ascending First Avenue shaft, owned by First
Avenue Coal Company, in Vanderburgh County.

March 7, 1888.  Julius Ralius, killed by talling out of bucket
while ascending shaft at No. 9, owned by Brazil Block Coal
Company, in Clay County.

March 10, 1888, Jacob Cannpon, killed by falling slate in
Lancaster Mine, owned by the Lancaster Coal Company, in
Clay County.

April 17, 1888. Amos Ruffi, killed by falling slate in No. 9,
owned by Brazil Block Coal Company, in Clay County.

May 10, 1888. James Campbell, killed by falling slate in
Lancaster Mine, owned by Lancaster Coal Company, in Clay
County.

June 13, 1888. Frank Hudson, killed by falling slate in
Echo Mine, owned by Diamond Coal Company, in Vander-
burgh County.

June 26, 1888. Wm. Burnet, killed by boiler explosion at
Rogers Mine, owned by Rogers Bros., in Pike County.

July 23, 1888. Joe Roxbury, killed by descending cage in
No. 6, mine owned by Parke County Coal Company, in Parke
County.

July 25, 1888. Abe Kennedy, killed by falling slate in
Campbell Mine, owned by Brazil Block Coal Company, in Clay
County.

Angust 7, 1888. Joe Targett, killed by falling from top to
bottom vein in No. 9 Mine, owned by Brazil Block Coal Com-
pany, in Clay County.

August 14, 1888. Tony Kingshaff, by fall of coal in No. 6
Mine, owned by Cable & Ca., in Daviess County.



10

Avgust 18,1888, J. H. Allen, killed by ascending cage at
Nickel-Plate Mine, owned by Jackson Coal Company, in Clay
County.

September 18, 1888, Thomas Buffton, killed by fall of slate
at South Mine, owned by Gartsherre Coal Company, in Clay
County.

TESTING OF SCALES.

Twenty-six scales were tested. Seventeen of this number
were correct, and nine incorrect. The number tested this year
is not so great as in former years, caused mainly by the expense
of bringing weights to the mines, having to be paid by the per-
sons desiring the test made. The complaints about injustices
in weights, however, has not decreased, for more complaints
reach me on that subject than on any one thing connected with
mines. I[n many places the scales are not tested because the
necessary expenses would not be paid. Thisis not because the
men are not willing to pay when they get under the impression
that anything is wrong with the scales, but it is because they
fear that they will be discharged from the mine where they
work, and perhaps prevented from getting work in other mines
in that vieinity, if it becomes known that they have complained
about the weights at the mines to the Inspector. Be it said to
the credit of those whose scales have been tested this year, that
the number incorrect is not so great as in former years. I be-
lieve that this is due to two causes: First, our operators of
mines are paying more attention to their scales. Second, un-
der the system of miners having to bear expense of bringing
weights to any particular mine a meeting of the men, in most
instances, must be held to determine whether or not they will
pay the necessary expense. After those meetings are held the
fellow whose scales are in question finds out what the men have
done,and can, if he desires, have the scales regunlated before it
is possible for the Inspector with his weights to arrive. Itis
thus made possible for the scales, when tested, to be found cor-
rect and be so credited by the Inspector, and yet be incorrect
for any length of time prior to the test being made. The laws
should be changed regulating the weighing of coal. But 1t is
unnccessary for me to dwell on this subject here, as I have
gspoken quite freely on it in previous reports. Saffice to say
that such changes should be made as will secure justice to all
parties interested.
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Below is given dates, and names of owners of scales that have
been tested.

November 1, 1887. Diamond Mine, owned by Zeller &
Sigler, in Clay County, tested and found correct.

November 11, 1887. TFountain No. 2, owned by Coal Bluff
Mining Company, in Vigo County, tested and found incorrect.

December 7, 1887. Fontanct No. 2, owned by Coal Bluff
Mining Company, in Vigo County, tested twice and tound on
first test incorrect, second test correct.

December 15, 1887. Lyenton Mine,owned by Lyenton Coal
Company, in Sullivan County, tested and found incorrect.

January 14, 1888. Peanut Mine, owned by E. L. Winkle-
pleck, Clay County, tested and f:und incorrect.

January 18, 1888. Eureka Mine, P. Ehrliche & Co., in Clay
County, tested and found incorrect; on second test found cor-
rect.

January 27, 1888. Watson No. 1, owned by Gartsherre Coal
and Mining Company, in Clay County, tested and found cor-
rect.

January 30, 1888. Vigo Mine, owned by Myers & Davis, in
Clay County, tested and found correct.

January 30,1888. Gartsherre No. 2, owned by Brazil Block
Coal Company, Clay County, tested and found correct. These
are the scales used for loading flat cars. The scales used for
loading the box cars were found incorrect.

February 20, 1888. Island City Mine No. 1, owned by Island
Coal Company, in Green County, tested and found correct.

February 21, 1888, Prices Summit, owned by Dugger, Neil
& Co., in Greene County, tested and found correct.

April 25, 1888. Churchill Mine, owned by Weaver, Todd &
Co., in Clay County, tested and found correct.

June 9, 1888, No. 1 Mine, owned by Brazil Block Coal Com-
puny, Clay County, tested and found correct.

June 17,1888, Foley’s Mine, owned by Otter Creek Coal
Company, in Vigo County, tested and found incorrect.

June 25, 1888. No. 8 Mine, owned by Brazil Block Coal
Company, in Clay County, tested and found correct.

July 11, 1888.  Ayrshire Mine, owned by D. E. Ingle, Pike
County, tested and found correct. One set of scales used on
top also found correct. Small scale No. 2 used on tipple, in-
correct.
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July 11, 1888. Whitman’s Mine, owned by C. Townsend, in
Pike County, tested and found correct. Small scales used on
top were incorrect.

August 3, 1888, Chicago Mine, owned by Nickel Plate Coal
Company, in Pike County, tested and found correct.

Avugust 16, 1888. Churchill Mine, owned by Weaver, Todd
& Co., Clay County, tested and found correct.

September 27, 1888. No. 4 Mine, owned by Parke County
Coal Company, tested and found correct.

Before entering upon a short description of the mines, their
location, ete., I desire to say that the recommendations made
in previous reports looking to amendments of the mining law
governing mines are approved, with the following suggestions:

First. The number of Inspectors should be increased.

Second. The office of the Inspector should be permanently
located, and the equipments needed by the Inspector in the
discharge of his duties should be furnished by the State.

Third. The Inspector should be given power to shut down
a mine, or any part of a mine, that was not in a healthy or safe
condition for the men to work.

Fourth. The Inspectors’ expenses while discharging the
duties of his office in any part of the State should be paid by
the State, and an itemized statement of the same should be
made to the Governor in his reports.

Fifth. The Inspector should be notified of all accidents, and
he should be required to visit the scene of such accidents and
inquire into their cause and compile such information in his
report. 1 might go on and enumerate a number of other
changes that should be made, but the world was not made in a
day, and we can not expect all the changes that are necessary
made in any one report; therefore I refrain from making any
further suggestions at this time.

In previous reports some attention was given to different
modes of ventilating mines, which it was hoped would be of
some benefit to those engaged in mines, but no space is given
to anything in that line in this report, because the writer be-
lieves that there are various sources from which the informa-
tion may be had which is within the reach of all who desire it,
and which is more instructive and complete than the best effort
on my part would bring forth.
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SUITS IN COURT.

It has been necessary to institute legal proceeding against
some of those that are engaged in the operation of mines.
Where this became necessary, T always regretted it, but did
not hesitate to do what was necessary and within my power to
enforce the laws. Some there are who have been tried and
tound guilty, and fined. Some have paid such fines and com-
plied with the law immediately after, while others have taken
an appeal to higher courts and do not comply with the law at
all. Where a case has been appealed, I find it is a very hard
matter to have it tried, as the coal companies seem to com-
mand the sympathy of the Prosecuting Attorney, and in many
instances he does not press the suit to trial. As a counsequence,
there are cases pending in the courts that have been there for
more than a year. If there is a remedy for those evils, it
should be applied.

Below is given the names and location of mines, with a short
description of their general condition.

CLAY COUNTY.

GARTSHERRE No. 1,

Owned by Brazil Block Coal Co. Located on the north
branch of the T. H. & I. R. R., one and one-half miles north of
Knightsville. This mine was operated on a small scale this
year, and was shut down October 13. During the time the
mine was in operation the laws were complied with.

GARTSHERRE No. 2.

Owned by Brazil Block Coal Co. Located one mile north of
Harmony, on the Harmony branch of the T. H. & I. R. R. The
general condition of the mine was good during the time it was
operated. It was shut down October 13.

No. 5.

Owned by B. B. Coal Co. Located one and one-half miles
west of Cardonia. Was worked out and abandoned about No-
vember 1.
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No. 6.

Owned by B. B. Coal Co. Located one and one-half miles
west of Cardonia. The mine was put down during 1887,
through coal I and J. Coal I was not a success. The coal was
full of faults, and the roof dangerous. It was finally abandoned.
The lower vein, or coal J, is still in operation. The ventila-
tion of the mine is fair.

No. 7.

Owned by B. B. Coal Co. Located one mile west of Cardo-
nia. Was opened last year. Coal I and J are worked. Coal
I will not last long, as the works are running into an old drift
that was operated years ago by the Clay Coal Co. There seems
to be a better prospect for coal J. It will probably last for sev-
eral years. The condition of the mine is good.

No. 8.

Owned by B. B. Coal Co. Located one mile northwest of
Perth, on a switch from the C. & S. C. R. R. This mine was
opened last year. Coal I is worked. The condition of the
mine is good.

No. 9.

Owned by B. B. Coal Co. Located four miles southeast of
Knightsville. This mine was opened last year. The two veins
I and J are being worked. The roof over coal I is very dan-
gerous. More accidents happened in this mine since it was
opened than in any other mine in the State in the same length
of time. The ventilation in the top vein is not as good as we
would like it, which is due to the air courses being allowed to
fill with slate, from lack of being properly timbered. At the
time of my last visit they were then at work making the nec-
essary improvements, having a force of men employed at night
to do the work. The bottom vein, or coal J, Is in good condi-
tion.



No. 10.

Owned by B. B. Coal Co. Located two mile northwest of
Perth.  The shaft is 127 feet deep to coal I, and 165 feet deep
0 coal J. The company finished sinking this shaft October 1,
1888. On October 19 it was shut down indefinitely.

Crrcaco Ming,

Owned by B. B. Coal Co. Located at Carbon. This mine
is very wet. It has been operated for years, consequently the
coal now being worked is a long distance from the shaft. The
air shaft is near the main Loisting shaft. Although the fan is
n good one the air at the working faces of the mine is not
good. The company put down a water shaft to pump the water
out of the mine quite a distance from the main shaft, and I am
informed they intend to remove the fan to this water shaft.
‘When this i done it will make the air good in all parts of the
mine. About the time the water shaft was completed the mine
was shut down. The date of the discontinuance of work was
October 13.

CaMPBELL Minz.

Owned by B. B. Coal Co. Located just north of Brazil. Is
being rapidly worked out. All the men are working pillars,
and it is thought the mine will be worked out and abandoned
January 1, 1889.

Crawrorp’s No. 1.

Owned by Crawford Coal Co. Located one mile northwest
of lUarmony. This company has almost finished coal J, or
bottom vein. All the men now at work in it are working pil-
lars.  This company secured a lease on some coal land near this
mine, and drove a tunnel from their works in the bottom vein
to the top vein of the leased land, and are taking the coal out
through the old works to the old shaft, where it is hoisted.
An air shaft was made extending from the bottom vein to the
top vein, that was intended to ventilate the new works with the
fan at the hoisting shaft. When I was at the mine this fall I
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found the arrangements to ventilate this new work were inade-
quate. I immediately called upon the superintendent in his
office in Brazil, and he agreed to put down an air shaft from
the surface, and to make such other improvements as was
necessary to properly ventilate the mine. They are now at
work sinking the air shaft.

CrawrorD’'s No. 2.

Owned by Crawford Coal Co. Located one-fourth of a mile
south of No. 1. Is a shaft, and is eighty-two feet deep. It is
ventilated by a fan. Coal J is worked, which is about three
and one-half feet thick on an average. The general condition
of the mine is good.

CrawrorD’s No. 3.

Owned by Crawford Coal Company. Located oue and one-
half miles north of Brazil. This is a slope which was opened
lagt year. Coal I is being worked. It is ventilated by a fur-
nace ; when last inspected it was well ventilated. This mine
was idle during the summer, hut is now in operation.

Praxvur Mixe.

Owned by E. L. Winklepleck. Located one-fourth of a
mile south-west of Knightsville. Was worked out and abau-
doned about June 1, 1888,

Star MiINE.

Owuned by E. I. Winklepleck & Co. Located just south of
Perth. Is a new mine that was opened last year by the Stew-
art Coal Co. The two veine, I and J, are worked. This shaft
was opened without much regard for system. As a conse-
quence in the top vein they had a creep which squeezed the
pillars and compelled the Stewart Coal Company to abandon
working this vein. The new company drove a shaft from the
bottom vein up to the top, and are now working both veins.
The ventilation of the mine is good.
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Pranvr No. 2.

Owned by E. L. Winklepleck. Located in the town of
Knightsville. Is a new mine which was sunk during the year.
Coal I is being worked. The roof is bad and they are troubled
with water from abandoned mines near where this shaft was
sunk. They ventilate with a fan.

NickLe PLATE.

Owned by the Jackson Coal Co. Located one and one-half
miles north of Knightsville on the north branch of the T. H. &
I. Railroad. The two seams, I and J, are still being worked.
The ventilation of the mine is generally good. Having con-
nected this with the Chicago mine, they now get a part of the
air needed from the latter.

Cuicaco.

Owned by the Nickel Plate Coal Company. Located just
cast of Benwood. The mine is ventilated by a fan. Coal J.is
worked. This mine is divided by local dips and hills into three
different parts. Owing to these hills the mine is harder to ven-
tilate than it would be if the mine was more level. At the
time of my last visit the ventilation of the mine was not good,
and upon calling the superintendent’s attention to the matter
he agreed to make some changes, which would undoubtedly
be beneficial, and if the desired result was not attained by the
proposed change he would then use a separate air shaft to air
the northeast part of the workings. I do not know what was
the result of the proposed change, but no complaints have been
made to me since I visited the mine.

Sourn SLorz.

Owned by P. Ehrlich & Co. Located four miles south of
Brazil. This company are now working machines in this mine.
"They mine in the ireclay, and are giving pretty good satisfac-
tion. The leg mu hines were used at the time of my last visit.
The ventilation of this mine was fair, but would be much bet-
ter when an air course that was then being drove would con-
nect with an entry that was only a few yards distant.

2—MINE Inse.
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Newpure MiINE.

Owned by P. Ehrlich & Co. TLocated at Newburg. Was
worked out and abandoned about July 1, 1888,

Eurexka MINE.

Owned by P. Ehrlich & Co. Located one mile south of
Brazil. Has not been in operation for several years until the
beginning of this one, when it was cleaned up and again
started. It was kept in operation until July, when the dump
buildings were destroyed by fire. Since that time it has re-
mained idle, the dump buildings not being rebuilt.

StavunToN MINE.

Owned by Joseph Sumners. Located one mile west of New-
burg. In May of this year this company erected a fan, which
furnished plenty of air for all persons at work in the mine.

BrusuvinLe MINE.

Owned by Gartsherre Coal and Mining Company. Located
one-half mile west of Newburg, on the T. H. & L Railroad.
There has been no particular change in the working of this
mine during the year. When last visited it was pretty well
ventilated.

Warsox No. 7.

Owed by Gartsherre Coal and Mining Company. Located
four miles south of Brazil. This mine is pretty well ventil-
ated, and is almost finished. The men now at work in it are
nearly all on pillars, and it is not expected that it will last
another year. This company is sinking another shaft west of
Brazil, which will be put in operation about January 1, 1889.
They have two veins of coal in the new shaft, but do not ex-
pect to work both at the beginning.

Vanparra Mixe.

Owned by Zeller & Sigler. ILocated one and one-quarter
miles west of Centre Point. This mine was shut down May 1,
1888, and remained idle for three months, starting again Au-
gust 1, 1888. The bottom vein is still idle. The general con-
dition of the mine is good.
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Diamoxp No 2.

Owned by Zeller & Sigler. TLocated four miles southeast of
Knightsville. This i3 a very exteusive mine, When last vis-
ited parts of it were very poorly ventilated. This condition of
things was due to lack of attention to air courses and breaks
through. When the mine boss’s attention was called to the
{acts, he put men at work to fix up the mine.

Cnurcnr Hirn Mine.

Owned by Weaver, Todd & Co. liocated one and one-half
mtles west of Center Point. When last visited the mine was
not ventilated as well as it should be. The breaks through
were not filled up; not bradished in many instances. The man
in charge of the mine claimed this could not be helped, as the
company could not get lumber when wanted, but that the
much desired necessity was then on the way to the mine, and
when it arrived that he would put on an extra force of men to
dv the work.

LitcHFIELD.

Owned by the Coal Bluff Mining Company. Located just
vorth of Carbon. This is an old mine, and is being rapidly
worked out, and will be abandoned during the year 1889, The
ventilation of the mine is good.

V1co.

Owned by Myers & Davis. Located one-half mile west of
Perth. This mine was shut down for three months during the
yeary but has been running steady since October 1. During
“tiv month of February they erected a fan, and the mine was
“vil ventilated for a time, but the main entry air course was
»atirely closed at the time of my last visit; as a consequence
"o air was bad in the mine. They had men at work driving
# tluce to connect it with the fan. When this is done the air
il be good.



JuMBo,

Owned by Watson, Little & Co. Located one mile north of
Knightsville. This company drove a tunnel from their lower
vein, coal J, to their upper vein, or coal I, which is now com-
pleted, but there are no men at work in the new opening. The
lower vein is well ventilated, and there is a large force of men
employed in it.

Harnrison Ming.

Owned by Chicago and lndiana Block Coal Company. Lo-
cated two and one-half miles east of Clay City. Thisis a new
mine which they finished sinking about April 1. It is ventil-
ated by a fan.  The escape ghaft has no stairway in it yet, but
it will be put in just as goon as the work can be done, neither
are there safety catches on the cages, but they agreed to put
them on by December 23.

MoRrRris MINE.

Owned by John Morris. Located just north of Clay City.
The present owner of this mine took charge of it some time
in April of this year. Since that they have put down an air
shaft and have generally improved the mine. At present they
are ventilating by natural means, assisted by a pump exhaust-
ing in the main shaft. They intend to erect a fan in the
spring. They were given ten days to put stairs in the escape
shaft,

Larcasrsr No., 2,

Owned by the Lancaster Coal Co. Located three and one-
half miles east of Clay City. This mine has been credited to
Owen County in previous reports, and while it is very near the
line, yet I find it is in Clay County. Hence the change. The
location of the fan was changed, and erected in aunother place.
It now produces more air than formerly, and on my last visit
to the mine the ventilation was fairly good. Some minor
changes were suggested which were agreed to. When these
are made there will be still further improvements in inside
workings.
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In addition to the mines already mentioned in this county,
the Coal Bluff Mining Co. is opening a new mine near Lodi,
on the I. & St. L. R. R., and a new company, whose name I did
not learn, has sunk a new shaft just west of Weaver & Todd’s
mine. Woodruff & Turnkey are about to sink a shaft just
south of Brazil, near what is called Hadleytown. In addition
to those the Central Iron aud Steel Co. are sinking a shaft two
miles north of Brazil. There are a number of small mines that
are run in the fall and winter, and in some instances employ
twenty men, but work few, if any, in the summer.

DAVIESS COUNTY.

SULPHUR SPRINGS.

Owned by Cable & Kaufman. Located south of Washington
one-half mile. At the time of my last visit the mine was work-
ing a small force of men. It is expected it will be worked out
and abandoned about January 1, 1889.

EuReka.

Owned by Cable & Kaufman. Iocated three quarters of a
mile southeast of Washington. Is worked out and abandoned.

MariLe VaLLgy.

Owned by Cable & Kaufman. Located two miles southwest
of Washington. On both my visits this mine was found in
good working condition.

No. 4.

Owned by Cable & Kaufman. Located two miles south of
Washington. The ventilation of this mine is good, and the
law, in all particulars, is complied with.
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Buckeys.

Owned by Cannel Coal Co. TLocated at Cannelburgh, on the
0. & M. R. R. There has been very little entry driven in this
shaft this year, and very few changes of any kind made, every-
thing remaining about the same as last year.

WILSON'S.

Owned by Wilson Coal Co. Located near Montgomery, on
the O. & M. R. R. On my first visit this year, to this mine, it
was found in bad condition. The air was very bad, and brakes-
through were made too far apart. When visited the last time
quite a change bad been made, and the evils complained of on
my former visit had all been removed, and the general condi-
tion of the mine was good.

‘WiLson No. 2.

Owned by Wilson Coal Co. Located one and one-half miles
northwest of Washington. This is a new mine that was opened
in the latter part of 1887, but has not heen operated very ex-
tensively since that time. This shaft is 67 feet deep; coal
about six feet high. They had not completed their dump
buildings when last visited, on September 22, but they expected
to finish them at an early date so they could ship coal this
winter.

No. 6.

Owned by Cable & Kaufman. Located three miles west of
Washington. This mine was opened last year, but has not
been operated very much. The coal is six and one-half feet
thick, and is the same vein worked in the other mines owned
by this company. It is ventilated by a fan. They have a slope
for the men to get in and out. This company was sinking an-
other shaft north of No. 6 about one and a half miles. The
‘White River Valley Coal Company were also sinking a shaft
south of Washington about six miles on the E. & I. Railroad.

Muyrvar No. 2.

Owned by Mutual Mining Company. Located one mile south
of Cannelburg. The air was not good in the mine at the
time of my last visit, but they were at work sinking an
air shaft, which is sixty-five feet deep, and when completed
they will put in a furnace or fan, which will supply sufficient
air.
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DUBOI3S COUNTY.

RoseBank.

Owned by J. C. Frites. Located three miles north of Hunt-
ingburgh. This mine is operated on a small scale. On my
first visit this year they had uineteen men employed, but on re-
turning a second time they had less than ten men at work.
They sunk a new air shaft last summer. The mine is well ven-
tilated.

DB ARRONIANS.

Owned by Alexander Barronian. Located at Huntingburgh.
This mine is also operated on a small scale. On my first visit
to this mine there were seventcen men at work, but on my
second visit there was less than ten. This mine has a very bad
roof near the shaft and it is difficult to keep up. The ventila-
tion is not good.

FOUNTAIN COUNTY.

The mines in this county that were reported in operation last
year near Stringtown are all abandoned, except the small mines
operated for local trade. The cause of this is the taking up of
a part of the rails on the switch that runs from Covington
down to the mines. It is not known whether the mines are
abandoned forever or not, but everything seems to point that
way. The only mine of any importance now in operation in
this County is the

HarrisoN MINE.

Owned by the Harrison Block Coal Company. Located one
and one-half miles north of Veedersburg. This company began
operations in July of this year. Since that time they have
opened two slopes, and have about thirty men at work. The
coal is about three feet and a half thick. The roof is soapstone
of a very soft nature. They ventilate by furnace.



GREEN COUNTY.

Israxp Crry No. 1.

Owned by Island Coal Company. Located one and one-half
miles south of Linton on a branch of the I. & V. Railroad.
This mine has about as much excavation made as any mine in
the State. At the time of my last visit to this mine the amount
of air required for the number of persons employed was not in
circulation. The superintendent agreed to sink another air
shaft and erect a fan just as soon as the work could be done.

No. 2.

Owned by Island Coal Company. Located one-half mile
west of Linton; was opened last year. There are machines
used here for mining the coal, which are giving satistaction.
They ventilate by fan. There is no escape shaft for the mine,
but the Superintendent agreed to start to sink one on the Mon-
day following my visit. When this is done the mine will be
in first-class condition.

SumMIT.

Owned by Dugger, Neal & Co. Located one and one-half
mile west of Linton. The fan which ventilates this mine is
not erected properly, and eventually will have to be rebuilt, it
producing all the air for present wants. In other respects the
mine is in good condition.

KNOX COUNTY.

Inpran Creex MINE.

Owuned by Indian Creek Coal Co. Located one and one-quarter
miles south of Bicknell, on a branch from the I. & V.R.R. At
two different times during the year I went to inspect this mine,
but found the miners on strike on both visits, and the mine
idle; hence the mine was not inspected. There is no other
mine in this county, to my knowledge, that has employed
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enough men during the year to bring them under the require-
ments of the law. While drilling for gas at Vincennes, I am
informed that two or three veins of coal of a good quality was
struck, which ranged from four to six feet in thickness, at a
depth of four hundred feet from the surface. It is said that a
company will be formed to sink a shaft and develop the coal
in the near future.

OWEN COUNTY.

The only mine in this county that came under the law was
the Lancaster Mine, owned by the Lancaster Coal Company,
and as this properly belonged to Clay County, and the change
having been made, there is no mine now to report upon in this
county.

PERRY COUNTY.

Sioux No. 1.

Owned by American Cannel Coal Company. Located two
and one-half miles northeast of Cannelburg. There has only
been a small force of men employed here during the year.
Those now employed are working on pillars. There was not
enough men employed to bring the mine under the require-
ments of the law.

Srouvx No. 2.

Owned by American Coal Company. Located just a short
distance from No.1. Is also on the decline. When last visited
the majority of the men were at work on pillars. The ventila-
tion of the mine was short. In one entry the men were stopped
from working until the company could make the necessary im-
provements. Since my second visit this year to this mine, I
received a letter from a person whom I did not know, stating
that an accident had happened, in which four men lost their
lives. I answered the letter requesting particulars, but up to
date have received no reply.
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BurerNroTH.

Owned by Burgenroth Bros. Located one-half mile up the
river from Troy. This mine wasopened last year. When first
visited this year the ventilation was poor, but they had just
finished sinking an air shaft which they agreed to put a furnace
in. When in that county, on my last trip, they were not work-
ing a suflicient number of men to bring them under the law.

PARKE COUNTY.

No. 4.

Owned by Parke County Coal Company. Located five miles
from Rosedale. This mine is pretty near worked out, and will
be abandoned in the spring of 1889, At the time of my last
visit to this mine it was pretty well ventilated.

No. 5.

Owned by Parke County Coal Company. Located just west
of Rosedale. Is heing rapidly worked out, and it is not ex-
pected to be operated longer than the spring of 1889. When
last inspected this mine was ventilated as well as it could be
expected under the circumstances, which were unfavorable.

No. 6.

Owned by Parke County Coal Co. Located one mile north
of Rosedale. Is a new mine which was opened last year. The
coal is mined by machines. The mine is opened on a system-
atic plan, and is first-class in all respects.

No. 7.

Owned by Parke County Coal Co. Located five miles from
Rosedale. This is a new mine which began operations about
October 1.



Brack DiaMoND.

Owned by Stevens Coal Co. Located one mile north of
Carbon on a branch of the I. & St. L. Railroad. Was worked
out and abandoned about June 1, 1888.

BLAINE SuArT.

Owned by Brazil Block Coal Co. Located one and one-
quarter miles northeast of Carbon. The ventilation in this
mine is good, but the mine will not be operated long. Nearly
all the men at work were drawing pillars at the time of my
last visit. July 156 the engine house took fire and burned down.
The dump buildings were saved by the efforts of the men who
happened to be near the mine at that time. While they were
at work saving the dump buildings one of the boilers exploded,
but fortunately no one was hurt.

Braing Srores Nos. 2 AxD 8.

Owned by B. B. Coal Co., located near Blaine shaft, are
also nearly finished. In No. 2 all the men are at work on
pillars, while in No. 3 there is but one entry going. The
slopes are ventilated by the fan which is used to ventilate the
shatt.

CoxviLne No. 1.

Owned by B. B. Coal Co. Located west of Coxville. This
is a new mine which was opened last year. The company has
machines in this mine, but they are not giving good satisfac-
tion. This mine is well ventilated. All the laws are in all
respects complied with.

CoxvILLE No 2.

Owned by Brazil Block Coal Company. Located east of
No. 1 half a mile. This mine was also opened last year. The
coal is mined by hand. The roof is bad. The mine is well
ventilated.
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PIKE COUNTY.

AvrsHIRE MINE.

Owned by D. E. Ingle. Located about seven miles from
Oakland City on the Air Line Railroad. The change in the
location of the fan, made last year, resulted in a wonderful im-
provement in the ventilation of the mine, and it is well ven-
tilated in all parts now with the exception of the first east en-
try. This entry is apart from the greatest portion of the
works. There is an air shaft here that could be utilized to
ventilate this portion of the mine. The boss has agreed to use
it. When this is done the mine will be in fair condition.

WHITMAN.

Owned by C. Townsend. Located three miles east of Oak-
land City on the Air Line Railroad. Was visited twice and
found in good condition. During the year they reopened the
south side of the mine, and have nearly all their men at work
on that side.

BrAcKBURN.

Owned by 8. Bettaman. Located three miles north of
Petersburg on the line of the E. & I. Railroad. This mine is
not worked very extensively. The coal is high and the exca-
vation not large. The furnace furnishes an abundance of air
for the number of persons employed.

RogEegs.

Owned by Rogers Bros. Located north of Blackburn. The
boiler exploded at this shaft on June 26, killing one man and
completely destroying the engine. From the date of the ex-
plosion up to within a few days previous to my last visit, Sep-
tember 19, the shaft was not operated. All the men being at
work in the drift, which had been abandond. The air was not
good in this drift, but they did not expect to operate after the
shaft was again ready, which would be about October 1, 1888.
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SULLIVAN COUNTY.

ProNEER.

Owned by Curriesville Coal Co. Located one-half mile north
of Shelburn, on the E. & I. R. R. August 18 there was an ex-
plosion of gas, in which two men were severely burned. Sep-
tember 12 I visited the mine and found it in bad condition.
The bank boss agreed to lay the mine idle until such times as
he would be able to get the air courses cleared out and tim-
bered properly. I have heard no complaints since my last
visit.

SueLsury No. 2.

Owned by Shelburn (Cloal Coal Co. Located a short distance
south of Shelburn. Was visited twice and found in good con-
dition. Since my last visit, which was on September 12, they
have put in machines, which, it is said, are giving good satis-
faction.

Haxcock.

Owned by Hancock & Konkle. Located four miles east of
Sullivan on the line of the I. & I. 8. R. R. This mine is in
good condition. They have no escape shaft, but will begin
sinking one at once.

LyEenNToN.

Owned by the Lyenton Coal Co. TLocated on the I. & I. S.
R. R., six miles east of Sullivan. This mine was only inspected
once. At the time I went there the shaft was idle and I did
not go down. On my first vigit the condition of the mine was
good.

DuceER.

Owned by Dugger & Neal. Located near Dugger. Was in-
spected twice and found in good condition.
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CHAMPION.

Owned by Dugger & Neal. Located one mile southeast of
Dugger is a new mine which was opened last year, but is about
finished now. At the time of my last visit there was only six
men at work. The company are thinking of sinking a shaft to
a vein of coal directly underneath the one now in operation and
then utilizing the dump buildings which are already there, and
which have been used only little.

SUPERIOR.

Owned by Superior Coal Co. Located two miles west of
Dugger. This is a new mine. It was opened last year; 1s ven-
tilated by a fan. There are a great many dips in this mine and
it is seriously troubled with rock rolls, which cut the coal almost
out in many places. These rolls seriously interfered with the
operation of the mine, and prevented the company from extend-
ing their works very rapidly.

NEw PITTsBURGH.

Owned by Pittsburgh Coal and Coke Co. Located ten miles
southeast of Farmersburg, on a branch of the E. & T. II. R. R.
No. 1 slope is still ventilated by a furnace. It hasgood air in it;
is not operated on a very extensive scale. No. 2 slope, which
is on the north side of the hill, is operated more extensively
than No. 1, and is now being ventilated by a fan, which was
erected last summer. This is one of the best ventilated mines
in this State. In the latter part of 1887 this company opened
another mine about half a mile from the two here mentioned,
but it was never operated to any extent. It was idle during
both my visits to the other mines.



31

VIGO COUNTY.

Founrain No. 1.

Owned by Coal Bluff Mining Co. Located at Fontanet, on
the line of the I. & St. L. R. R. It was expected that this mine
would be abandoned at the close of last year, but this is not the
case, as they are now working more men than they have at any
other time for two years. The condition of the mine is good.

Fountay No. 2.

Owned by the Coal Bluff Mining Co. Located one-half mile
northwest of No. 1. The company put down an air shaft
during the year, and erected a fan, which furnisnes a good sup-
ply of air for all parts of the mine. This is a great improve-
ment. Ieretofore this mine was ventilated by the fan at No.
1 shaft, the air having to travel over old and abandoned works
to reach No. 2. The company will put a stairway in their shaft
and thus make an escape shaft for their men. Formerly the
escape shaft for No. 1 was supposed to be an escape shaft for
both mines, and in reality it was, but never a good one.

Soutn MINE.

Owned by Coal Bluff Mining Company. Located one and
one-half miles southeast of Coal Bluff. This mine was worked
out and abandoned June 1, 1888.

Kavs.

Owned by Coal Bluff Mining Company. ILocated one-half
mile south of Fontanet. Was visited twice. On my first visit
I found nearly all the men at work on pillars, and the air was
good except in two entries going south. On my last visit the
mine was full of water. The fan formerly used at the South
Mine is now used to ventilate this one.

EpparT MINE.

Owned by Coal Bluff Mining Company. lLocated one-half
mile east of Kays. Was visited twice and found in good con-
dition. It is almost worked out, and will be abandoned De-
eember 1, 1888.
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New Epear.

Owned by Coal Bluff Mining Company. Located one mile
southwest of Coal Bluff. This is a new mine which was
opened in June. It is a shaft fifteen feet deep. The coal is
six feet thick. It will be ventilated by a fan. This company
is sinking another shaft south of Fontanet one-half mile.

SEELEYVILLE MINE.

Owned by P. Ehrlich & Co. Located at Seeleyville, on the
T. H. & I. Railroad. The mine was found in good condition
on both my visits.

Forey’s Minz.

Owned by Otter Creek Coal Company. Located three and
one-half miles north of Cloverland. This mine was visited
twice. In March they sunk an air shaft, and the mine was
in pretty good condition. When visited the second time there
were two new openings, and the men were divided among
them until there was not a sufficient number in any of them to
bring them under the law.

GRraNT MINE.

Owned by Grant Coal Co. TLocated one mile east of Grant,
on the I. & St. L. R. R. This mine has been in operation for
several years, but was run on a small scale for some time. In
the early part of this year the number of men employed was
increased, until May 8 (the date of my visit) there were thirty-
eight men employed. The ventilation at that time was poor.
I asked that a new furnace be built at once, which was agreed
to, and the bank boss promised to have the work done in ten
days. Before the expiration of the ten days the mine was
shut down, and since that time has not employed enough men
to bring them under the requirements of the law.

In addition to the mines already mentioned in this county,
Woodruff & Trunkey have put down a shaft near Grant, and
John Triplet has opened a drift near the Foley mine, and the
Stevens Coal Co. are opening a drift near the Eppart mine, on
the C. & I. C. R. R.
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VERMILLION COUNTY.

SHARKEY’S.

Owned by Sharkey Coal Co. Located one mile northwest of
Clinton ; is in good condition.

Brown’s.

Owned by Wm. Brown. Located just northeast of Sharkey’s.
The ventilation of this mine is good when the doors are all
kept shut.

Norton CREEK, Nos. 1 axp 2.

Owned by Norton Coal Co. Located three miles northwest
of Clinton. At the time of my visit to this mine there was an
abundance of air to supply all the men employed, but it was
not proporly distributed. A committee of miners, with the
bank boss and I, went around the mine. When we had ex-
amined the mine I suggested what ought to be done. After
the bank boss had agreed to do the work, and the committee
promising to inform me if it was not done, I left. Since that
time I have had no complaints from this mine. No. 2 mine
was shut down March 1, 1888. I am informed it will be aban-
doned, as the company intends to sink a mine to get the coal
they expected to get from this one, but can not very well do it
on account of the coal dipping away from the slope.

VANDERBURGH COUNTY.

INGLESIDE.

Owned by John Ingle & Co. Located just west of Evans-
ville. During the year this company lost a lot of their works,
which were located north of the shaft, by what is known as a
creep, the rooms and entries caving in, or the top and bottom
being squeezed together. Aside from this there is no material
change in the mine. The air is good.

3—MixE Inse,



SUNNYSIDE.

Owned by Sunnyside Coal and Coke Company. Located
north of Evansville. This company has put up a large air
compresser, and have machines for drilling the coal. They
claim it cheapens the cost of producing the coal. The ventila-
tion is good.

Uniry.

Owned by the Sunnyside Coal and Coke Company. Located
north of Evansville on the line of the P., D. & E. R. R. This
mine has been operated on a small scale this year. The com-
pany seems to be giving special attention to connecting this
and the Sunnyside mine by means of an entry from either mine.
At the time of my last visit they had not yet made the con-
nection. The air was good.

First AVENUE.

Owned by the First Avenue Coal Company. Located north
of Evansville. This company drove an entry north and con-
nected the entries in which the men were at work at the time,
making the air better than at any time since I have been In-
spector. If they do not become careless there is no good rea-
son why they should not have plenty of air.

Ecuo MiNE.

Owned by Diamond Coal Company. Located northeast of
Evansville. This mine is not worked on any system ; as a con-
sequence the ventilation is not good. There were, however, at
the time of my last visit, efforts being made to connect the
west works with the fan. When this is done the air will be
good, but not before.



WARRICK COUNTY.

Furier MINE.

Owned by Robert Louder. Located one and one-half miles
east of Boonville. The furnace, which was built last year,
furnishes plenty of air for the number of persons employed.
The condition of the mine is good.

Dz Forgst.

Owned by B. Menden. Located three miles west of Boon-
ville. A small force of men is employed here. The air was
bad, and very few features of the law complied with.

No. 3.

Owned by Gowsley & Co. Located three and one-half miles
west of Boonville. The general condition of the mine at the
time of my last visit was bad.

The other mines in this County that have been spoken of in
previous reports have not to my knowledge employed ten men
at any time during the year, hence they are not mentioned.
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Number of Mines and Men Employed in Each County.

= ~

o D

2 2

& &
COUNTIES. | 2 g o
S =1 =8
S | %z | sE
R S 1=

;oA z =
Clay .. ... ....... e e e e e R 45 3,110 213
Daviess, . . .. ... e e e e e e e 15 438 61
Pubois . . ... .. ... .... E e e e e e e e 10 60 12
Fountain. . ... ... e e r e e e e e : 10 w3 14
L2 T 9 398 39
Gibson . . . .. ... et e e e s e e e 3 6 3
Enox. .. .vvveennenn e e e e 3 65 7
Martin . . . .. ..... e e e et et e s 3 15 3
Owen...... e e e e e e e e e e e 5 30 5
Porry . . o e e e e e e e et e e e 12 114 20
Parke, . . o v v v v v i v e h oo e e e e e \ 17 639 70
Pike .. .... ... ... e e e e e e e e e ' 18 291 50
Sullivan . . .. ... .. . e h e e e e [N | 13 439 70
Spencer. . . . . ...l e e e e et e e e | 10 35 10
Vigo . . ... oo e e e e e e e | 17 563 65
Vermillion. . . . ... ... .. ... ..., 1 5 220 30
Vanderburgh. . . . . ... ... .. e e e e e e s ! 5 197 32
Warrick . . . . . oo e i e e e e e e i 12 75 12
WAITED. . o o ov e : 2 17 2

: |

T : 217 | 6,685 718




